
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2008WORLD YOUTH DAY 2008WORLD YOUTH DAY 2008WORLD YOUTH DAY 2008    
What is WWhat is WWhat is WWhat is Worldorldorldorld Y Y Y Youthouthouthouth D D D Dayayayay????    
World Youth Day is the Catholic Church’s week of events for youth and with youth.  It gathers thousands of 
young people from around the world to celebrate and learn about the Catholic faith and to build bridges of 
friendship and hope between continents. 
 

How did World Youth Days begin?How did World Youth Days begin?How did World Youth Days begin?How did World Youth Days begin?    
Initiated by Pope John Paul 11, World Youth Day has been held every year since 1986, when the first event 
was held in Rome.  This year Sydney will host the 10th international World Youth Day. 
 

Where has World Youth Day been held previously?Where has World Youth Day been held previously?Where has World Youth Day been held previously?Where has World Youth Day been held previously? 
World Youth Day has been held in Buenos Aires (1987), Santiago de Compostela (1989), Czestochowa 
(1991), Denver (1993), Manila (1995), Paris (1997), Rome (2000 Jubilee), Toronto (2002) and Cologne 
(2005). 
 

What is the theme of World Youth Day?What is the theme of World Youth Day?What is the theme of World Youth Day?What is the theme of World Youth Day?    
The World Youth Day theme received from the Holy Father is – “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit You will receive power when the Holy Spirit You will receive power when the Holy Spirit You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you will be my witness.”  Acts 1:8has come upon you; and you will be my witness.”  Acts 1:8has come upon you; and you will be my witness.”  Acts 1:8has come upon you; and you will be my witness.”  Acts 1:8   The theme will be explored when the world’s 
young people gather in Sydney, with a focus on being empowered to be witnesses of the Gospel in the 
modern world.  They will have an opportunity to rediscover their baptismal calling and the centrality of the 
sacraments of the Eucharist, Reconciliation and the richness of the Catholic faith. 
 

What is the significance of the World Youth Day Cross and Icon?What is the significance of the World Youth Day Cross and Icon?What is the significance of the World Youth Day Cross and Icon?What is the significance of the World Youth Day Cross and Icon?    
A 3.9 metre high wooden cross was built and placed as a symbol of the Catholic faith, near the main altar in 
St. Peter’s Basilica during the Holy Year of 1983.  At the end of the year, Pope John Paul 11 gave this cross as 
a symbol of Christ’s love for humanity.  Since 1984, the World Youth Day Cross has made its way around the 
world, being present at each international celebration of World Youth Day.  In 2003, Pope John Paul 11 gave 
young people a second symbol of faith to be carried in the world, accompanying the World Youth Day Cross 
– the Icon of Our Lady, “Salus Populi Romani”, a contemporary copy of a sacred and ancient icon housed in 
the first and greatest basilica to Mary the Mother of God in the West, St. Mary Major.  It is a sign of Mary’s 
motherly presence close to young people who are called, like the apostle John, to welcome her into their lives. 
 

What about the What about the What about the What about the IIIIndigenous Message Sticndigenous Message Sticndigenous Message Sticndigenous Message Stick?k?k?k?    
An Indigenous Message Stick will accompany the Cross and Icon in Australia.  The Message Stick is an 
invitation to the indigenous youth of Australia to come to World Youth Day in July 2008. 
 

What is happening in our Diocese?What is happening in our Diocese?What is happening in our Diocese?What is happening in our Diocese?    
The World Youth Day Cross and Icon arrives in the Diocese on Friday 18th April 2008, and the following 
events will take place –  
7am7am7am7am  Way of the Cross along the beach at Lakes Entrance; breakfast; crossing the 
  footbridge; departing Lakes on the “Erin” for Kalimna jetty. 
1pm1pm1pm1pm----3pm3pm3pm3pm    At At At At Nagle College.  The staff and students from St. Mary’s will be participating in a LiturgyNagle College.  The staff and students from St. Mary’s will be participating in a LiturgyNagle College.  The staff and students from St. Mary’s will be participating in a LiturgyNagle College.  The staff and students from St. Mary’s will be participating in a Liturgy    

at Nagle College at 1.30pm and all parents and friends are invited to join us.  During this at Nagle College at 1.30pm and all parents and friends are invited to join us.  During this at Nagle College at 1.30pm and all parents and friends are invited to join us.  During this at Nagle College at 1.30pm and all parents and friends are invited to join us.  During this     
Liturgy, everyone will have an opportunity to touch the cross and each peLiturgy, everyone will have an opportunity to touch the cross and each peLiturgy, everyone will have an opportunity to touch the cross and each peLiturgy, everyone will have an opportunity to touch the cross and each person will receive rson will receive rson will receive rson will receive     
a small cross as a memento of this very special and rare eventa small cross as a memento of this very special and rare eventa small cross as a memento of this very special and rare eventa small cross as a memento of this very special and rare event.     

4pm4pm4pm4pm----6pm6pm6pm6pm The Cross and Icon will be outside the entrance of St. Mary’s Church. 
6.30pm6.30pm6.30pm6.30pm Combined church prayer around Cross and Icon in St. Mary’s Church, followed by supper; 

handover to Maffra Parish. 
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Monday 14Monday 14Monday 14Monday 14thththth April April April April    
School Closure DaySchool Closure DaySchool Closure DaySchool Closure Day    

No school for the children.No school for the children.No school for the children.No school for the children.    
 

Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome back to all families and children for Term 2.  It was great to see the children again on Monday 
morning, ready for another busy term.  We welcome Debbie Hiskins, to our office staff, who will be with us 
of a Monday and Friday and at other times when required. 
 
Early ArrivalsEarly ArrivalsEarly ArrivalsEarly Arrivals    
As we commence Term 2, I remind all parents of the times teachers are on duty.  Morning supervisionMorning supervisionMorning supervisionMorning supervision 
commences at 8.20 am and after school supervisionafter school supervisionafter school supervisionafter school supervision ceases at 3.30pm.  It would be appreciated if all parents 
could note these times and ensure that their children are not at school too early or late to be picked up.  
 
St. Mary’s Golden RulesSt. Mary’s Golden RulesSt. Mary’s Golden RulesSt. Mary’s Golden Rules    
This week at assembly I spoke to the children about our Three Golden Rules 
 *Treat one another as you would like to be treated*Treat one another as you would like to be treated*Treat one another as you would like to be treated*Treat one another as you would like to be treated    
    * Hands off* Hands off* Hands off* Hands off    
    *Sticks and stones stay on the ground.*Sticks and stones stay on the ground.*Sticks and stones stay on the ground.*Sticks and stones stay on the ground.    
I ask you, the parents, to discuss these Golden Rules with your children and reinforce the reasons why it is 
necessary to have them. 
 
Permission Notes!!!!Permission Notes!!!!Permission Notes!!!!Permission Notes!!!!    
It has become increasingly frustrating regarding the number of times staff have had to chase up permission permission permission permission 
noticesnoticesnoticesnotices, which have not been returned by the due date.  
 
We understand that there are many forms sent home throughout the year, however it is a legal requirementlegal requirementlegal requirementlegal requirement 
that we must have a signed parental permission form each time we take children out of the school.  We have 
been advised by the Catholic Education Office that we can no longer accept a verbal permission over the 
phone for legal reasons.   
 
As of this term, children who do not have a signed permission note will NOT be able to attend excursions, As of this term, children who do not have a signed permission note will NOT be able to attend excursions, As of this term, children who do not have a signed permission note will NOT be able to attend excursions, As of this term, children who do not have a signed permission note will NOT be able to attend excursions, 
swimming, sporting activities, etc.swimming, sporting activities, etc.swimming, sporting activities, etc.swimming, sporting activities, etc.    
    
I appreciate family life is very busy and some children do not remember to give you their notices; hence the 
importance of reading our newsletter and noting forthcoming events that may be happening.  To help you in 
this way, each week there will be a reminder section regarding forms needed to be returned by next week in 
both the flyer and the newsletter.  Please check it regularly as we do not want any children to miss out on any 
activities organised by their teachers. 
 
Parking ProblemsParking ProblemsParking ProblemsParking Problems 
In previous newsletters / school flyers I have brought to your attention the need to adhere to the parking and 
drop off / pick up areas of the school.  I am sure you too would not like to see any accidents occur in our 
school zone areas, but I guess if there is not greater vigilance and adherence to the zoned areas for drop off 
and parking IT COULD HAPPEN! 
 

I remind you that the area before the bus zone is a kiss and drop zone (2-3 minutes at the longest).  If there is 
no parking available in the 45 degree angle parking, then progress via the Nagle College roundabout and 
park on the paddock / oval at the side.  You must then proceed to the supervised school crossing and NOT 
attempt to cross the Nagle road in any other place. 
***NB:***NB:***NB:***NB: You are NOT permitted to turn right onto the oval near the school. Rather, you must proceed to the You are NOT permitted to turn right onto the oval near the school. Rather, you must proceed to the You are NOT permitted to turn right onto the oval near the school. Rather, you must proceed to the You are NOT permitted to turn right onto the oval near the school. Rather, you must proceed to the 
roundabout and then come back uroundabout and then come back uroundabout and then come back uroundabout and then come back up and do a left turn onto the oval to park.p and do a left turn onto the oval to park.p and do a left turn onto the oval to park.p and do a left turn onto the oval to park.    

• At no time are you allowed to park along the Nagle Road near the school crossing.At no time are you allowed to park along the Nagle Road near the school crossing.At no time are you allowed to park along the Nagle Road near the school crossing.At no time are you allowed to park along the Nagle Road near the school crossing.    

• Remember to take care when leaving the oval / paddock as visibility may be obscured. GRemember to take care when leaving the oval / paddock as visibility may be obscured. GRemember to take care when leaving the oval / paddock as visibility may be obscured. GRemember to take care when leaving the oval / paddock as visibility may be obscured. GO O O O 
SLOWLYSLOWLYSLOWLYSLOWLY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!    

 
2009 Enrolments2009 Enrolments2009 Enrolments2009 Enrolments    
We have commenced our enrolment process for next year.  Prep enrolment information is available from the 
office.  School tours will take place on Tuesday 15th April, Friday 2nd May and Thursday 15th May.  Tours 
leave the Reception area at 9.15am. 



Absentee NoteAbsentee NoteAbsentee NoteAbsentee Notes s s s     
As you are aware, it is expected that parents inform (in writing) the class teacher / school of the absence of 
their child from school on any given day.  To assist you in this process we have placed a sheet of the absentee 
notes on the school’s web site, , , , which we provide for you to complete when your child has been absent from 
school for any reason.  Absences are now recorded by our administration software and we are required to 
report this information every year to Government authorities. 
 
Japanese ClassesJapanese ClassesJapanese ClassesJapanese Classes    
At this stage we are unable to secure a qualified Japanese teacher for the school’s program.  We are 
continuing to try all avenues and hopefully the Japanese program will resume in the near future. 
 
Working BeeWorking BeeWorking BeeWorking Bee    
Our term 2 Working Bee has been set for SaturdaSaturdaSaturdaSaturday 3rd May y 3rd May y 3rd May y 3rd May –––– 8.30am  8.30am  8.30am  8.30am –––– 12.30pm.  We would especially like  12.30pm.  We would especially like  12.30pm.  We would especially like  12.30pm.  We would especially like 
to see as many parents from Years 5&6 to come along and join with other hard working parents in to see as many parents from Years 5&6 to come along and join with other hard working parents in to see as many parents from Years 5&6 to come along and join with other hard working parents in to see as many parents from Years 5&6 to come along and join with other hard working parents in 
maintaining our groundsmaintaining our groundsmaintaining our groundsmaintaining our grounds.  Remember school is like home, there is always plenty of work to be done! 
 
EducEducEducEducation Board ation Board ation Board ation Board     
At the closure of nominations for the two vacancies on our Education Board, we received nominations from 
Heather AdamsHeather AdamsHeather AdamsHeather Adams and Angela HewettAngela HewettAngela HewettAngela Hewett.  Therefore I declare these two parents elected to our Education Board.  
We certainly are very grateful for the time and commitment which you will give, to overseeing the 
Educational issues which the Board must work through each year. Please remember our AGM is next Please remember our AGM is next Please remember our AGM is next Please remember our AGM is next 
Wednesday 16Wednesday 16Wednesday 16Wednesday 16thththth April at 2.30pm April at 2.30pm April at 2.30pm April at 2.30pm    in the school staffroom.  All parents are most welcome to attend this 
meeting. 
 
School Hats or CapsSchool Hats or CapsSchool Hats or CapsSchool Hats or Caps    
With these lovely Autumn days, I encourage parents to send along with the children their hats or caps to 
wear whilst we enjoy this lovely weather. 
 
Footy NewsFooty NewsFooty NewsFooty News    
Two out of three ain’t bad!  It was fantastic to bounce back with a convincing win against the ‘sometimes 
competitive’ and old foe, Richmond.  The win against the ‘Salesman Coach’ Tigers in Rivalry Round provided 
Collingwood with confidence to take on ‘Carljudd’ this week.  To Patrick Deery - your beloved ‘Bulldogs’ are 
looking good after three rounds. 
 
‘GO PIES!’‘GO PIES!’‘GO PIES!’‘GO PIES!’    
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
 
Michael O’Riley, 
Principal. 
 

State Swimming ChampionshipsState Swimming ChampionshipsState Swimming ChampionshipsState Swimming Championships    
What a great effort from our 7 boys who have qualified to swim at the State Championships on Monday. 
Hendrick Urm, Hugh Evans, Errol Peck, Jake Strini, Jordan Waites and Christian Ferretti have all earned the 
right to swim at MSAC.  We wish them the best of luck as they represent St. Mary’s and the region of 
Gippsland. 

       Sue Waites, P.E. Teacher 
 

Zone Cross CountryZone Cross CountryZone Cross CountryZone Cross Country    
Zone Cross Country is on this Friday 11th April.  Some children from Grades 3 to 6 will be participating in the 
event at Goose Gully.  Congratulations to all who made it to this stage and all the best. 
         Sheryl East, Zone Cross Country Supervisor 
 

2008 YMCA SWIMMING PROGRAM 
Term 2     Term 3   Term 4 
5H & 1M, 5E, 2R, 3D & 1P  6H, 3H, 6M & 4C  Prep G, 4N, Prep E & 2C 

 

 



St Mary’s Diary Dates 
AprilAprilAprilApril    
Monday 14Monday 14Monday 14Monday 14thththth            School Closure Day School Closure Day School Closure Day School Closure Day –––– RE P RE P RE P RE PDDDD Day Day Day Day    
Tuesday 15Tuesday 15Tuesday 15Tuesday 15thththth            St. Mary’s School Tours for 2009 Prep families 
Wednesday 16Wednesday 16Wednesday 16Wednesday 16tttthhhh            AGM School Education Board – 2.30pm – school staffroom 
                    PTFA Craft Night – 7.30pm at school 
Friday 18Friday 18Friday 18Friday 18thththth                World Youth Day Cross & Icon 
Monday 21Monday 21Monday 21Monday 21stststst            Victorian State Swimming Championships at MSAC    
Tuesday 22Tuesday 22Tuesday 22Tuesday 22ndndndnd            First Communion Workshop 
Thursday 24Thursday 24Thursday 24Thursday 24thththth            African Dance Performance – Prep to Grade 6 
Friday 25Friday 25Friday 25Friday 25thththth                Anzac Day holidayAnzac Day holidayAnzac Day holidayAnzac Day holiday    
 
MayMayMayMay 
Thursday 1Thursday 1Thursday 1Thursday 1stststst                Western District Athletics 
Friday 2Friday 2Friday 2Friday 2ndndndnd                St. Mary’s School Tours for 2009 Prep families 
Thursday 8Thursday 8Thursday 8Thursday 8thththth            PTFA    Mother’s Day Stall 
Friday 9Friday 9Friday 9Friday 9thththth                Mother’s Day Breakfast 
Wednesday 14Wednesday 14Wednesday 14Wednesday 14thththth            PTFA meeting – 7.30pm at the Terminus Hotel 
Thursday 15Thursday 15Thursday 15Thursday 15thththth            St. Mary’s School Tours for 2009 Prep families 
FridayFridayFridayFriday 16 16 16 16thththth                School Closure Day School Closure Day School Closure Day School Closure Day –––– RE  RE  RE  RE DayDayDayDay 
Wednesday 21Wednesday 21Wednesday 21Wednesday 21stststst            Education Board Meeting – 5.30pm – Parish Centre 
Friday 23Friday 23Friday 23Friday 23rdrdrdrd                Zone Athletics 
Monday 26Monday 26Monday 26Monday 26thththth            School Closure Day School Closure Day School Closure Day School Closure Day –––– Writing / Spelling PD Day Writing / Spelling PD Day Writing / Spelling PD Day Writing / Spelling PD Day    
Wednesday 28Wednesday 28Wednesday 28Wednesday 28thththth            St. Mary’s Open Day 
 

JuneJuneJuneJune    
Thursday 5Thursday 5Thursday 5Thursday 5thththth            Australian Folk Company performance (Grades 3 to 6) 
Monday 9Monday 9Monday 9Monday 9thththth                Queen’s Birthday holidayQueen’s Birthday holidayQueen’s Birthday holidayQueen’s Birthday holiday    
Wednesday 11Wednesday 11Wednesday 11Wednesday 11thththth            Performance for Prep to Grade 2 – “The Show Must Go On” 
Friday 13Friday 13Friday 13Friday 13thththth                Western District Winter Sports 
Saturday Saturday Saturday Saturday 14141414thththth            First Communion 
Sunday 15Sunday 15Sunday 15Sunday 15thththth                First Communion 
Friday 20Friday 20Friday 20Friday 20thththth                State Cross Country 
     Mid year reports sent home 
Thursday 26Thursday 26Thursday 26Thursday 26thththth            Parent / Teacher meetings 
Friday 27Friday 27Friday 27Friday 27thththth                End of Term 2.End of Term 2.End of Term 2.End of Term 2.    
 

VIEU CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN 08VIEU CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN 08VIEU CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN 08VIEU CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN 08    ––––    PPPPARENT ARENT ARENT ARENT POSTCARD CAMPAIGNPOSTCARD CAMPAIGNPOSTCARD CAMPAIGNPOSTCARD CAMPAIGN    
‘My childre‘My childre‘My childre‘My children are my n are my n are my n are my number onenumber onenumber onenumber one priority. priority. priority. priority.    
            MrMrMrMr.... Brumby, why aren’t  Brumby, why aren’t  Brumby, why aren’t  Brumby, why aren’t their teacherstheir teacherstheir teacherstheir teachers yours?’ yours?’ yours?’ yours?’    
Teachers in Victorian Government and Catholic schools are the lowest paid in Australia, currently earning 
15% or $10,000 less per annum than their counterparts in New South Wales. 
 
The Victorian Independent Education Union members at this school are campaigning hard to fix this.  On 7th 
March there was a day of protest; meetings are underway with politicians and much lobbying of those who 
are ultimately in a position to ensure that Victorian teachers get a fair wage increase. 
 
Now, the VIEU members at our school are asking for your help.  Each family will receive a postage paid 
postcard which we are asking you to sign and send to the Premier, Mr. Brumby. 
 
We think that it is important that the Premier knows that you value the work we do with your children at our 
school and that the current wages offer, which will apply to teachers in both government and Catholic 
schools, is simply not good enough. 
 
By signing the postcard and putting it in the post you are helping us make a statement to the Government.  
The staff at our school appreciate your support. 


