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Dear Parents, 
 
One of the best things about Easter is looking forward to it.  We live in hope of its arrival and the 
release it gives to us from the daily routine that has set in from Christmas.  One of the main themes 
of the Easter period is that of hope and any Christian Community which failed to project a “hope 
message” would in a sense not be true to Christ.  Easter is the principal Feast of the Church’s year.  
Pope Leo called Easter the “Greatest Feast” and said “that Christmas is celebrated only in 
preparation for Easter.”  It is interesting to note that none of the Gospels end with the Passion of 
Jesus.  The story of the passion is one of trust in the midst of death; its outcome is resurrection.  The 
resurrection therefore, frames the gospel image of Jesus.  Two thousand years on, we are the post-
resurrection Christians, still encouraged to wait with optimism for the coming of the Spirit who will 
uplift us and give us the courage to be the “new Christs”, so much needed in a world no longer 
certain of its direction or even its purpose. 
 
‘Lord, In You I put my trust.  Help me to see beyon d the difficulties in my life.  Help me to 
understand these difficulties and my limitations to  deal with them in the same way You dealt 
with Your difficulties – as a prelude to sharing in  the glory of resurrection.  Amen’ 
 
Easter Paraliturgy 
All parents are warmly invited to join the children and staff at 1.15pm on Holy Thursday (20th March) 
as we celebrate the glories of Easter. 
 
School Athletics Carnival 
Our school athletics carnival today was a great success.  The children certainly gave their best, 
making it an enjoyable day for spectators, supporters, organisers and the children themselves.  We 
had a great roll up of supportive parents helping in many varied ways.  A big thank you for your help 
and support.  A huge vote of thanks to Les Norman for all his hard work, which resulted in the sports  
day being enjoyable for all.  Thanks, of course, to the children themselves – the stars of the day. 
 
Sincere Thanks 
Sincere thanks to parents for your continued support of all of our endeavours.  I cannot stress highly 
enough the value and importance of home and school working together.  You are your children’s first 
teachers and when you continue to take an active interest in their education we, their professional 
teachers and you, their natural teachers, can jointly offer them great educational opportunities and 
experiences.  Please always feel welcome to be involved at St. Mary’s. 
 
Maternity Leave 
We extend our best wishes, good luck and much happiness to both Kate McKenna and Tomomi 
Miyoshi as they leave us tomorrow to commence family leave.  Kate and Tomomi have certainly been 
invaluable in their commitment to the educating of the students at St. Mary’s during their time with us.  
We look forward to their return following Maternity Leave. 
 
The End is Nigh ! 
One term down, three to go. 
 

Term 1 finishes tomorrow, with the children being d ismissed at 2.10pm 
Term 2 commences on Monday 7 th April.  

 
It has been a short term and seems to have passed very quickly but, believe me, it has been very 
productive.  Schools these days are busy and exciting places, and St. Mary’s is no exception.  Every 
term at St. Mary’s sees children facing challenges and rising to the occasion, with teachers helping 
and encouraging.  I must say that our Preps have settled in to school extremely well.  As parents you 
can be very proud of them.  They are like a breath of fresh air.  I would like to share with you some of 
their thoughts on school – some amusing, some insightful and some quite ‘deep’. 
 
�



 

Prep E………….I like school because…………. 
I have made lots of friends. 
It is fun on the monkey bars. 
We do hard work. 
P.E. is great. 
I love playing on the floor. 
We are learning new things. 
The teachers are nice. 
Mr. O’Riley visits our room. 
I like stories. 
I like icy pole day. 
The sandpit is fun. 
The library has good books. 
 
 
This has been a combined effort by Prep E 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prep G…..……..I like school because…………. 
I like the monkey bars….Madison 
You get to play games….Tiana 
It is fun….Kiara 
I like the sandpit….Mia 
I make new friends….Cait 
I have my friend Cait from baby day….Bridget 
I’ve got a friend Emilie….Erin 
I like the activities….Joshua G 
I learn….Adam 
I like the playground….Marius 
I like reading books at school….Chloe 
You can play a lot….Emilie 
You do work….Emogen 
You can play on the playground….Ashley 
I like playing with my friends….Joshua M 
I like playing in the sandpit….Tyler 
There’s army men….Oscar 
I can count up to 20….Macy 
My friends are here….Caitlin 
I like playing on the playground….Taylah 
I like it so much….Joel 
 
 

 
 
 
Footy is back for another year.  ‘GO PIES!!’ 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Michael O’Riley, 
Principal. 
 

PTFA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Annual General Meeting for the PTFA is on Wednesday 9 th April  at 7.30pm in the staffroom.  
(There will be drinks and supper to follow the meeting.) PLEASE consider becoming a committee 
member.  This organisation is a very worthwhile one and all funds raised go back into the school and 
education of your children.  DO NOT feel that you have to take on an office bearing position; we are 
just in need of general committee members.  If you feel you would like to nominate yourself or 
someone else for a position, please call into the school office and collect a nomination form and 
return it to school by Tuesday 8 th April .  If you require further information please ring Jane Natty, at 
school. 
 

2008 YMCA SWIMMING PROGRAM 
Term 2     Term 3   Term 4 
5H & 1M, 5E, 2R, 3D & 1P  6H, 3H, 6M & 4C  Prep G, 4N, Prep E & 2C 
 

FEE STATEMENTS 
Fee statements have been sent home today, with your child.  If you have paid your school fees and 
levies for Term 1 or the whole school year, we thank you.  Should you be having difficulties meeting 
your obligations please contact Michael O’Riley as soon as possible, to discuss this matter. 
            Anne Smith, Bursar 

 



St Mary’s Diary Dates 
March 
Thursday 20 th   Last day Term 1 – early dismissal – 2.10pm  

Hot Cross Buns sent home today 
 

April 
Monday 7 th  Term 2 commences  
Wednesday 9 th  PTFA Annual General Meeting – 7.30pm – school staffroom 
Monday 14 th   School Closure Day – RE Professional Development  Day 
Tuesday 15 th  St. Mary’s School Tours for 2009 Prep families 
Wednesday 16 th  AGM School Education Board – 2.30pm – school staffroom 
Friday 18 th   World Youth Day Cross & Icon 
Monday 21 st   Victorian State Swimming Championships at MSAC 
Tuesday 22 nd  First Communion Workshop 
Thursday 24 th  African Dance Performance – Prep to Grade 6 
Friday 25 th   Anzac Day holiday 
 

May 
Thursday 1 st   Western District Athletics 
Friday 2 nd   St. Mary’s School Tours for 2009 Prep families 
Friday 9 th   Mother’s Day Breakfast 
Thursday 15 th  St. Mary’s School Tours for 2009 Prep families 
Friday 16 th   School Closure Day – RE Professional Development  Day 
Wednesday 21 st  Education Board Meeting – 5.30pm – Parish Centre 
    PTFA meeting 
Friday 23 rd   Zone Athletics 
Monday 26 th   School Closure Day – Writing / Spelling PD Day 
Wednesday 28 th  St. Mary’s Open Day 
 

June 
Thursday 5 th   Australian Folk Company performance (Grades 3 to 6) 
Monday 9 th   Queen’s Birthday holiday 
Wednesday 11 th  Performance for Prep to Gr. 2 – “The Show Must Go On” 
Friday 13 th   Western District Winter Sports 
Saturday 14 th  First Communion 
Sunday 15 th   First Communion 
Friday 20 th   State Cross Country 
    Mid year reports sent home 
Thursday 26 th  Parent / Teacher meetings 
Friday 27 th   End of Term 2. 
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University of New South Wales Competitions  
�

This year the children from Grades 3 to 6 have the opportunity to participate 
in the English, Mathematics and Science Competitions. 
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Science, Maths and English Competitions 
Reply Slip 
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