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Most Catholics are fairly “matter of fact” about going to Mass, if we go at all. We rush to be on time
.... We notice who is there ... we do our best to listen ... to pray, occasionally something in the
readings or the homily strikes us ... on the way out we stop to talk with those we know ... and then
it's on with life for another week.

Let’s stop for a moment and ask ourselves what difference does the Mass make to the way we live?
It's a question which might make us feel uncomfortable.

The fact is: by participating in the celebration of the Eucharist, we are making a huge commitment.
We are opting to live in accord with Jesus’ dream for the world.

The Eucharist provides us with an image of that dream it is the image of the great banquet where all
gather in fellowship as brothers and sisters and where God feeds his people. It speaks of a world
where all are God’s friends, where humanity is totally liberated from whatever is not authentically
human, where there is no hunger, no poverty, no war ... this was the vision for which Jesus lived,
suffered and died. He, the bread of life, was broken so that this world might become a reality.

Each time we receive the bread of life in communion we re-commit ourselves to living our faith
actively and to working with Christ on behalf of his vision. This is how we should live! Indeed it has
been said that the Eucharist is incomplete while there is one hungry person in the world.

All of us who take part in the Eucharist are called to discover, through this sacrament, the profound
meaning of our actions in the world in favour of development and peace, and to receive from it
strength to commit ourselves to it ever more generously, following the example of Christ, who in this
Sacrament, lays down his life for his friends. Our personal commitment, like Christ's and in union

with his, will not be in vain but certainly fruitful.
(Pope John Paul I, Social Concerns of the Church, 48)

Please pray for these children who will receive Eucharist for the first time this weekend:

Mae Beckhurst Christian Ferretti Estelle Stevens
Whitney McCormack Matthew Shanahan Ben Clark

Luke Elia Tom McCullagh Zach Clark
Jordan Strini Will Lewis Laura Rowe
Nathan Pruscino Sophie Molineux Emily Buurman
Sam Parwata Alexander Duffy Tommy Rowe
Patrick Deery Zoe Zagami Laura Zagami
Kasey Tomkins Abby Coverdale Annika Cropper

Katrina Lyon



Dear Parents,

Welcome to you all and it's nice to be back on “deck”, after my mid term break, but | was recovering
after a hernia operation. My thanks to Liz Dwyer for all her great work in my absence, as you all
know Liz wears many hats at St. Mary’s and does an excellent job for our school.

Mid Year Reports — Parent Teacher Interviews — Thur ~ sday 28" June

My thanks to the teachers who have prepared reports and are now preparing for interviews on the
28™ June. These reports and interviews are the culmination of many weeks of behind the scenes
work. | know the staff are looking forward to meeting with parents and children to help guide their
learning for the second semester. Times for Parent Teacher Interviews will be sent home next week
and reports will be sent home on Monday 25" June.

Footy News

| hope all enjoyed their public holiday on Monday — mine could have been better! Unfortunately, |
think the umpires knew that the Collingwood President is a staunch Republican and with it being the
Queen’s Birthday, they thought they would make Collingwood pay! Collingwood supporters are not
known for complaining about umpires but if you don’t mind we were harshly dealt with on Monday
and | believe this influenced the outcome of the game. We must accept and adapt to this new
ridiculous “hands in the back” rule, but only as long as it is paid fairly to both sides, and it should not
be to the detriment of the other ‘life long’ rules and more obvious ones such as not being allowed to
hold a players arm in marking contests or hit them across the face! | could go on but | am becoming
a bit emotional. In regards to another team which | have been a little vocal in saying they have not
deserved their past couple of wins is Essendon, | say well done on a very deserving, and somewhat
surprising win last Friday night (that hurt!).

Regards,

Michael O'Riley,
Principal.

ST. MARY'S PARISH MASS TIMES

Saturdays 7pm

Sundays 9am and 1lam
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Sundays 9am
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LEXILE
Grades 5 and 6 children are enjoying the Lexile Reading Program. All the children are matched to
appropriate books, in ability and interest. After they have read the book they complete a quiz,
especially aimed at developing comprehension skills. Thanks to Mr. Hoffmann for his enthusiasm
and commitment in setting up this initiative. Ros Joyner, Literacy Co-ordinator.

Thursday 21 * June
9.10am
Parents warmly invited to attend
Students are asked to bring non-perishable food items to donate to
St. Vincent De Paul, so they can be distributed to the needy.
There is a box in each classroom for your donation.




CALENDAR DATES

16/06/07 First Communion

17/06/07 First Communion

19/06/07 District Winter Sports

20/06/07 Education Board Meeting — 5.30pm - Parish Centre
21/06/07 Giving Mass — Whole School — 9.10am

28/06/07 School Closure Day- Parent / Teacher Meeti ngs
29/06/07 Last day Term 2 — early dismissal 2.10pm
16/07/07 Term 3 commences

30/07/07 School Closure Day — Staff PD

11/08/07 Working Bee — 8.30am — 12.30pm

25/08/07 2008 Prep enrolment interviews

i In order for us to apply this instalment as a credi t to your fees account you must
I come to the school to sign for the payment. Failur e to do so will mean the
: payment must be returned to the Government.
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Due to a few venue problems this season Hockey 7s has had a slow start. It was feared that Hockey
7s would not go ahead. However | am pleased to advise that Hockey 7s is going ahead and that
although it will be a shortened season it will still be one that we can get some development in and
keep the kids playing.
Registration: Saturday 21 ' July at 9am Venue: Nagle College Hoc key fields

Any help from interested parents would be most appreciated. Contact Dale Philip on 0427 701112 or
5152 3654 (ah).

In addition to 5H’s normal homework
program, Hendrik Urm and Ryan Camera
volunteered to work on a special
project together. The project aimed

to get the children to research
information, sort it and present it

in a novel way. The topic of their
work was sport and Hendrik and Ryan
chose Olympic Track and Field.
Congratulations and well done
Hendrik and Ryan.

Mr. Hoffmann (5H)
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Elias Dungey 6K

Olivia Ferretti 6K
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Brandon Ginty 6K

#
Megan Saxton 6K



