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Dear Parents,

Active After —school Communities Program

Next term St Mary’s will be participating in an exciting new after school program. The Active After-
school Communities Program is an Australian Government funded initiative encouraging a healthy
and active lifestyle for your children. The Australian Sports Commission is supporting this
program to Schools and Out of School Hours Care Services throughout Australia. This program
will commence at St. Mary’s early in Term 3 and will run between 3.45pm and 5.00pm on selected
weeknights, at no cost to participants.

The program will focus on developing motor skills and increasing levels of physical activity. The
sessions will be conducted by trained leaders with a supervisor in charge. The activities will use a
variety of equipment and teach skills which are necessary in a huge range of different sports and
games. Some of the sports which may be covered include Basketball, Touch Footy, Netball,
T/Ball, Cricket, Volleyball, Badminton, Hockey and Handball.

| think this initiative is a terrific way to keep kids active and safe after school and at the same time
developing physical coordination and skills to help them participate in a range of sports beyond
their school years. An expression of interest form will be sent home in the near future so please
look for this in your child’s bag.

Reconciliation Week

This week Reconciliation Week is celebrated nationally. At Monday’s assembly students were
reminded that St. Mary’s is built on the traditional lands of the Kurnai people. At today’s assembly
Grade 6M focussed on this issue.

Senior Winter Sports Program

We are very grateful for the expertise of the Nagle College Year 9 Physical Education students,
who are coaching our Grade 5 and 6 students in a variety of different sports in preparation for the
inter-school competition.

Year 4 / Harnham Drive ‘Buddies’

Grade 4C and 4N are alternating each week to visit the Harnham Drive Nursing Home — just a
short walk away from the school. The students have all been matched with a resident and are
enjoying such activities as cards, scrabble, reading, sharing stories and even mini-golf. This is a
very valuable experience for the children and is bringing great pleasure to their elderly ‘buddy’.
Thank you to Miss Casey and Mr. Norman for organising this for your students.



Positive Playground Rewards:

Tomorrow we will be rewarding those students who have shown consistently good behaviour on
the playground throughout the month of May. The special treat will be a movie — Grades 4, 5 and
6 will be watching “A Night at the Museum” and Prep, 1, 2 and 3 will be watching “Happy Feet".
As “A Night at the Museum” is a PG rated movie please contact the school by 9.15am tomorrow
morning if you do not wish your child to view this movie. Those students who will not be
participating in the reward are aware of this and parents will receive notification by letter today.

With best wishes,

Liz Dwyer
Deputy Principal

Pentecost
Last weekend was the feast of Pentecost when we remember and give thanks for the gift of the
Spirit given to the Apostles and ourselves. It also marks the end of the Easter season which has
lasted for fifty days. Pentecost is the result of Good Friday and Easter. Jesus has gone from this
world and the Spirit has been given to us. The Jewish feast of Pentecost celebrated the harvest
and the gift of the Law. For us it celebrates the gathering of the harvest that Jesus produced and
the gift of the New Law. This was the beginning of our Church.

First Communion
The second workshop for those families preparing for First Communion will be held Tuesday 5™
June at the Parish Centre. There will be two sessions, one at 5.30pm and a second session at
7.30 pm. It is a requirement that all children preparing for this sacrament and one parent attend
this workshop.
Ros Joyner, RE Co-ordinator

Tabloid Sports Carnival
On Tuesday 5™ June (next Tuesday) the children will be having the time of their lives at this year's
Tabloid Sports. Parents are invited to come along, watch, cheer or help out ..... but above all join
in the fun. The carnival runs from 9.30am to 12.30pm. During the morning the children will be
working in multi-age groups, moving to a wide range of activities set out in stations around the
grounds of the school. If you would like to assist please fill in the reply slip below and return to Mr.
Norman as soon as possible.

TABLOID SPORTS REPLY SLIP

can help at the

Tabloid Sports on Tuesday' Bune from 9.30am to 12.30pm.

(signature) (date)

Please return this slip to Mr. Norman as soon as po  ssible .



CALENDAR DATES

05/06/07 Tabloid Sports — 9.30am — 12.30pm

05/06/07 First Communion Workshop — 5.30pm & 7.30pm — Parish Centre
11/06/07 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday — no schoo |
13/06/07 PTFA Meeting — 7.30pm — Parish Centre
16/06/07 First Communion

17/06/07 First Communion

19/06/07 District Winter Sports

20/06/07 Education Board Meeting — 5.30pm Parish Centre
28/06/07 School Closure Day— Parent/Teacher Meeting s
29/06/07 Last day Term 2 — early dismissal 2.10pm
16/07/07 Term 3 commences

30/07/07 School Closure Day — Staff PD

11/08/07 Working Bee — 8.30am — 12.30pm

25/08/07 2008 Prep enrolment interviews

New Administration Software
We have recently installed new Administration Software at the school and hope that you will find
you new fee statements easier to understand. It is important to note that your B/Pay reference
number has changed. Families who have set up periodic payments via B/Pay are asked to
amend their records as soon as possible to ensure their payments are processed correctly. Fee
Statements will be sent home this week. Thank you to those families who have already paid their
accounts in full.

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE
Parents who have applied for Education Maintenance Allowance are advised that the first
instalment has been received. In order for usto a  pply this instalment as a credit to your
fees account you must come to the school to sign fo r the payment. Failure to do so will
mean the payment must be returned to the Government

Duck Cup Sponsor Letters

The PTFA Duck Cup Committee has the letters requesting sponsorship from Bairnsdale business
houses ready to be delivered around town. If you feel you could give a hour or so to deliver some
of these letters please contact Vicki Colley on 5152 2942 bh / 5153 1948 ah or Jane Natty at
school on 5152 3706. The committee would greatly appreciate any help with this matter.
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FOR SALE
Girls size 14 winter tunic — great condition - $20. Phone Kari on 5152 4347 ah.

LOST

Size 6 school vest (hamed) belonging to Emme Varney 2C.
If found return to Emme or ring Chris on 0410433708.







