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Dear Parents, 
 
Last Saturday Fr. Denis, Liz Dwyer and I, interviewed all of the new families who have applied for a 
place in Prep or other grades for 2008.  These interviews serve a number of purposes - firstly, they are a 
great initial pastoral contact with many families who might not have been connected with the Church 
since the baptism of their child; secondly - they are an opportunity to air expectations of the child by both 
the parents and the school, on behalf of the Parish.  During the interviews, I am always interested to 
hear why parents have chosen to send their child to St. Mary’s.  These interviews often move towards 
conversation about the parents’ faith and their hopes for their children’s future.  I always find these 
interviews heartening and hope-filled. 
 
School Fees 
I am sure that all parents take their responsibility of paying school fees and levies seriously.  Accounts 
have been sent out for this term and you will know if you have forgotten, for some reason, if any monies 
are outstanding.  If you are making periodic payments, have arranged for direct debit or have spoken to 
us about payment arrangements, you and the school will know that your child’s education is of the 
highest priority.  Families who are experiencing very difficult circumstances must contact us to let us 
know what is occurring.  In these extreme cases the school is always  happy to come to some 
arrangement re payments to be made.  Naturally where families have expensive televisions, Pay TV, 
mobile phones, broadband computer access etc., are not behind with pre-school or secondary school 
fees, have new cars, fashionable clothes, electronic toys for the children …. we must wonder what 
priority is being given, to fulfilling the commitment made on the children’s enrolment, to pay school fees 
and levies.  I am confident that no-one hears me saying that entertainment, pre and post education is 
not important, but I am saying that it is each family’s duty to budget in such a way so as not to neglect 
the fees due at St. Mary’s.  It is a justice issue in that your child/ren benefit from all school activities and 
your fees and levies ensure that the very best education and resources are provided.  I am always 
concerned that the onus falls on the school to chase up overdue accounts, when it should be the 
responsibility of parents to whom this applies to address the late payment with us.  It is more 
uncomfortable for us to have to chase fees, than it is embarrassing for you to raise the issue and to take 
up one of the payment options.  
 
The Finance Committee have asked that I follow up with all parents who have outstanding accounts and 
unfortunately, in some cases, we will need to take further action. 
 
Father’s Day Breakfast 
Just one sleep to this very special morning, which is our way of saying thanks  for the support which we 
receive from the dads throughout the year.  My sincere appreciation to all the staff for their efforts on 
these occasions - the particularly early start makes it a long day, but they do it pleasantly to ensure that 
these occasions are very successful.  Parents please remember that the breakfast is only for the 
dads, but we will be providing playground supervisi on from 7am for those dads who bring their 
children with them. 
 
Involvement of Parents at St. Mary’s 
It is a delight to behold, that at any given time of the day, we see volunteers helping around our school. 
Parents helping in the classrooms, Uniform Shop, Special Lunch Days, Lost property, Linen Roster, in 
the Library, Sporting Events, Excursions, Camps, moving computers etc., and many more.  These are 
just a few of the areas in which we receive parental support. I must say that active participation of 
parents in schools is something which has definitely increased in the past decade or so, and I see this 
as a very positive change. I also believe that your children benefit when you are prepared to help out the 
school in any way. Believe me; your efforts do not go unnoticed or unappreciated. 
 
Positive Playground Reward 
Our August reward for those children who have continued to be positive and encouraging to each other 
on the playground will be this Friday 31 st August .  On Friday children will be allowed to wear casual 
clothes . 
 
 



 

Footy News 
What a great night it was for Collingwood supporters on Saturday.  The ‘prodigal son’ returned, came 
through unscathed and was instrumental in bringing about a great win which now means September 
action for the PIES.  Talking of finals, have the wheels become wobbly down at Cat Land?  
 
Another win for the “BATS” last Saturday, twelve on the trot!  Now for the second semi this Saturday 
against Longwood!  Goorambat have two football and three netball teams playing finals this weekend.  If 
you would like to send an email and wish the club ‘all the best’ or just “Go Bats”, the email address is 
Club Secretary, goorambatfbnc@bigpond.com.    
 
Happy Father’s Day 
A Happy Father’s Day to all our Dads and Granddads for this Sunday.  A father is one of the two 
most important people in the life of a child.  
“A child’s father is the first man in their life an d probably the most influential.  Absent or 
involved, loving or rejecting, what he is or was le aves a lasting imprint”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 

        
Michael O’Riley, 
Principal. 

 
FOOTY COLOURS DAY 

Friday 7th September will be Footy Colours Day, where children can wear jumpers, scarves, hats and/or 
socks in their favourite football team colours.  Please note this is not a casual clothes day.   Children 
are expected to wear school uniform with some additional football colours.  A gold coin donation will help 
fund the Bishop’s Family Foundation.  The PTFA are also having a pie/ sausage roll/ Prima day, which 
will add to the theme. Orders forms have been sent out.  The Bishop's Family Foundation was launched 
in June 1999, with the aim of raising money to be used in helping fund programs assisting families in the 
Gippsland area, which the Diocese of Sale covers. This money aids local families affected by disastrous 
events such as fires, floods and drought.  While most of the funds raised have come from within the 
Catholic community, proceeds are distributed on a non-denominational needs basis across the whole 
community.  
 

LOST 
Size 12 school jumper with VANZIN written on the tag.  If found please hand to Jesse Chappell 5H.  
 

CALENDAR DATES 
31/08 Father’s Day Breakfast – breakfast served from 7am 
04/09 Confirmation Workshop – Parish Centre – 5.30pm or 7.30pm 
07/09 Footy Day – gold coin donation for the Bishop’s Foundation 
12/09 Grade 5 Camp 
13/09 Grade 5 Camp 
14/09 Grade 5 Camp 
20/09 School Concert 
21/09 Term 3 ends 
21/10 DUCK CUP 
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ST. MARY’S SCHOOL CHOIR 
All the members of the School Choir thoroughly enjoyed going to Buchan today.  They performed two 
concerts for the Buchan Primary School and community along with the “Nagle Nchanters”.  Some of our 
instrumentalists also came and played with the Nagle Next Generation Band.  It was a wonderful 
experience for our students and a great reward for all their hard work.  Their beautiful voices can be 
heard at our School Assembly Thursday 6th September at 2.30pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

SALESIO SCHOOL – HOMESTAY PROGRAM 
At the end of October (27th October to 1st November) we will, once again, play host to a group of 
students from Salesio School in Shizuoka, Japan.  We have had a positive response from a few families, 
however at this stage we are still in desperate need of families  to volunteer.  Please consider 
participating in the Japanese Homestay Program this year, it is a fun and rewarding experience.  If you 
are able to help, please complete the form below and return it to school as soon as possible . 

             Anne Maree Vickers, Japanese Homestay Co-ordinator 
 

JAPANESE HOMESTAY PROGRAM 
 

Family name_______________________________Telephone_____________________ 
 

We will be participating in the Salesio Homestay Program.  We would prefer girls / boys.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       (please circle) 
 
 

________________________________     ______________ 
                                                       Parents signature             date 
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St. Mary’s School Choir 

 

 
 


