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A MESSAGE FROM OUR SCHOOL CAPTAINS 
It’s hard to believe that half the year has already gone.  Our Prep buddies are growing up so fast!  They are now 
confident little people and familiar with all of the school rules.  In fact they are almost telling us what to do! 
 
On Tuesday our School Sports Carnival was very successful.  Everybody had lots of fun and went in as many 
events as they could.  We finished off the day with a relay between all of the house colours.  This is a special 
event that we eagerly wait for each year. 
 
The Father’s Day Breakfast is coming up on the 31st August.  We are looking forward to having all of our 
fathers here.  This day is very special because the fathers get to have breakfast at school.  So dads come along 
and enjoy the best breakfast in town. 
 
On 12th September the Grade 5s are going away on camp to Gelantipy.  This will be their second school camp – 
last year they went to Coonawarra.  They are all very keen and excited. 
 
Our whole school concert is on 20th September.  We have all been practising our moves for the song our class 
has chosen.  It will be a great celebration for our school, so tell all your relatives to come along and join in the 
fun.  Keep practising! 
 
The Salesio Students are coming to our school from Japan on 27th October.  It is a great experience and you will 
have a lot of fun.  So start nagging!  Just get your tissues ready for when they leave.   
 
Our time at St. Mary’s seems to be going very quickly! 
 
  Laura Swan       Connor McLean 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear Parents, 
 
Feast of the Assumption – On Wednesday the whole school celebrated the Feast of the Assumption.  The Feast 
of the Assumption is an important day in the life of the Church.  It is the principal feast of the Blessed Virgin, 
the mother of Jesus Christ.  This feast commemorates two events – the departure of Mary from this life and the 
assumption of her body into heaven.  The Church’s official doctrine of the Assumption says that at the end of 
her life on earth Mary was assumed, body and soul, into heaven.  Pope Pius XII, in 1950, defined that Mary 
“after the completion of her earthly life … was assumed body and soul into the glory of Heaven”.   Her body 
wasn’t allowed to corrupt nor was it allowed to remain in a tomb.  The Church teaches us that Mary willingly 
accepted God’s invitation to be the mother of Jesus, she welcomed parenthood and the vital job of nurturing her 
son and helping him grow in his understanding of who he was.  She prayed constantly for guidance and opened 
her heart to the presence of God. 
 
Commonwealth Government Grant - Over the last couple of weeks Peter Walker (our resident carpenter and 
Mr. Fix It Man) has been busy installing seating in the courtyard area and erecting a garden shed (part of the 
Vegie Garden Complex).  Shortly we will have sails over the sandpit, senior playground and quiet area.  This 
work has been achieved with a grant from the Commonwealth Government.  
 
Welcome – We welcome the following new families and children:        

      Searle family – Liam (2R) and Luke (4C) 
      Bowes family – Trent (3H) 
      Gilbert family – Keanu (2R). 
 

I’m sure that your time with us will be a very happy and rewarding one. 
 
School Uniform – I am repeating the information included last week as we consider it very important 
information.  At St. Mary’s we have a very smart and attractive uniform and I thank all our students who 



 

continually wear the correct uniform.  It is an expectation that children are wearing the correct school uniform 
at all times and I ask for your parental support in this matter.  Following are a few reminders: 
 

·  Children who attend the Active After School Program – must wear black school shoes or boots, unless 
they have PE on the day they attend this program. 

·  Sleepers, studs, watches and medical alert bracelets/necklaces are the only jewellery to be worn. 
·  Black school shoes or black pull on boots are to be worn to and from school. 
·  Socks, hair ties, etc. should be the correct colour, e.g. lemon, navy or black. 
·  Long hair is best tied back. 

 
Congratulations Luke Bakker – On Friday 10th August, Luke played in the Victorian Primary School Golf 
Championships and has qualified to play in the Regional Final next Monday at Sale.  We wish him all the best 
for Monday. 
 
Footy News – I did promise you some news about Goorambat this week.  One would almost sense I must have 
known something!  Thanks to all those Richmond supporters who came out of the woodwork to remind me of 
last Friday night’s score. 
 
Goorambat is situated some 15 or 16 kms north west of Benalla, in a prosperous wheat and sheep growing area.  
Apart from the successes of its footy team, Goorambat is a quite little hamlet these days.  But that was not 
always the case.  The O’Riley family moved there at the commencement of 1951, taking up the licence of the 
Railway Hotel, a thriving watering hole in the summertime; where blocks of ice were the only way of cooling 
the beer prior to it being pulled.  No Temprite systems in those days and 6 o’clock closing to boot.  At the time, 
the pub boasted a double garage (dirt floor) and on Saturdays when the Bats were playing at home, out went the 
publican’s car from one side and his kids’ bikes from the other and it became the changing rooms for both 
teams.  It was a short 5 minute jog to the footy ground from the pub.  For away games, the Goorambat players 
would climb into the back of a 5 ton truck (rear of which was covered in with a tarp), sit on a couple of benches 
and travel to the opposition’s ground.  Ted O’Riley’s (my father) weekly donation to the club was a bottle of 
Penfold’s Royal Reserve Port, consumed by the players at ¾ time!  The early 50’s were not the most successful 
of years for the football team but other institutions in the town flourished.  Both the town cricket and tennis 
teams were always difficult to beat.  A very popular Crib Club met fortnightly to enjoy games of Cribbage, 
Musgrove’s travelling picture shows screened films every second Friday night plus wonderful balls and dances.  
To cap it all off Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, along with Prince Phillip and the royal entourage, in 1954 
spent a night on the Royal Train which was parked in the Goorambat railway yards.  The town cows were 
banned from the fenced off railway yards (where they normally spent the night).  It was reported in The Herald 
next day that their mooing woke the royal couple in the early hours of the morning.  One of Goorambat’s more 
famous sons was the late “Weary” Dunlop, who lived as a young lad at Stewarton but attended the Goorambat 
Primary School. 
 
All of the above is just a dim memory today.  The general store has closed; the station, station master and 
ganger have long since departed.  No more movies, the Crib Club has folded, the cricket team still plays each 
summer but now in a minor league.  The Railway Hotel still trades but the bulk of the town’s small population 
seems to have left for bigger towns.  Despite this the 1st XVIII has won several premierships over recent years.  
Last year the 1st and 2nd XVIII won flags and both are on track for premierships in 2007.  
 
My Thanks This Week – To the many parents who helped at the Athletics Carnival on Tuesday, your help and 
support was much appreciated.  Pete Roderick for his work around the school last week.   
Regards, 
�
�
Michael O’Riley, 
Principal.     
 

PREMIERS READING CHALLENGE 
Children participating in the Premiers Reading Challenge need to have all their books read and entered into the 
Challenge by Friday 24th August.  Any enquires contact Vikki Stone.   
             Vikki Stone, Premiers Reading Challenge Co-ordinator 



PHELAN’S TOWN BUS SERVICE 
Term 3, 2007 bus fees are now OVERDUE.  Please ensure these fees are paid immediately.  If you are 
having trouble paying your bus fees, please contact the school office as soon as possible.  Please make cheques 
payable to St. Mary’s Primary School Town Bus Committee. 
 

CALENDAR DATES 
16/08   Family Life Education – Grades 5 & 6 
18/08 - 23/08  Book Week 
20/08   Book Week Special Assembly - 9am 
21/08   Cartoon Workshop – Grades 5 & 6 
22/08   Education Board Meeting – 5.30pm 
22/08   PTFA Meeting – 7.30pm – Parish Centre 
23/08   Story Telling – 1pm 
23/08   Book Week Assembly 
24/08   Book Week Character Parade – 9am 
24/08   PTFA Hot Dog Day 
25/08   2008 Prep Enrolment Interviews 
31/08   Father’s Day Breakfast 
04/09   Confirmation Workshop – Parish Centre – 5.30pm or 7.30pm 
07/09   Footy Day – gold coin donation for the Bishop’s Foundation 
12/09   Grade 5 Camp 
13/09   Grade 5 Camp 
14/09   Grade 5 Camp 
20/09   School Concert 
21/09   Term 3 ends 
21/10   DUCK CUP 

 
PTFA MEETING 

The next PTFA meeting is Wednesday 22nd August at the Parish Centre - 7.30pm.  The main discussion topic 
for this meeting will be the organisation of the DUCK CUP – so if you are interested in helping out on the day 
please come along to the Parish Centre on this date. 
 

ACTIVE AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM 
If there are any parents available to help cut up fruit, for the Active After School Program, on Monday and/or 
Wednesday afternoons at 2.30pm.  Please contact Rob Bennetts on 5153 1276. 
                                Rob Bennetts, Active After School Co-ordinator  
 

SCHOOL TREE DAY  
On Friday 27 July it was school Tree Day at St. Mary’s.  We had 200 trees and 200 kids to plant them.  The day 
turned out to be a big success.  Each kid got a tree.  The kids named their tree so they can go and talk to it and 
give it a drink in summer.  The kids had a big buddy to help them plant it.  Mr.Hoffmann was the boss of the 
tree planting day.  The trees were planted around the school so when they grow up the kids can sit under them 
and eat lunch or talk and watch the big kids play on the oval. 

By William Virgo, 5H.               
 

PTFA HOT DOG DAY 
 Friday 24th August 

Hot dog $2 each and forms must be in by Tuesday 21st August 
Helpers please be at school by 12.10pm 

 
PAYNESVILLE JUNIOR FOOTBALL & AUSKICK PRESENTATION DAY 

Sunday 19th August 
11.30am to 4pm 

Paynesville Football Ground 

 

 

  

  

 



 

 


