
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
We see celebrations in many different ways in our life.  Mostly we think of it as a time to have a party 
with special food, decorations, good wishes and many family and friends around us to join in the fun 
and laughter of the occasion.  But the word ‘celebration’ can also mean a time of remembering:  
remembering the happy, sad and special occasions in one’s life.   
 
So it was, last Friday, I sat with a congregation of some 1,200 people or more (many of whom were 
between 20 -25 years) to celebrate the life of a young man who was tragically killed on his way to the 
airport in America.  This young Australian was to have returned to Melbourne to his mother and two 
sisters, sharing in the joy of his excellence in studying Law / Engineering (Honours) at Melbourne 
University, Sweden University and U.C.L.A. University in America.   
 
Despite the sorrow everyone felt, it was a time of celebration of the life of a young man, who had 
achieved in 23 years what many of us are unable to do in our lifetime.  As we left the church, deep in 
our thoughts and to mix with those there, I could not but help to think of the Last Supper, where 
Jesus came to celebrate his last meal with his disciples and the Crucifixion, where Mary saw her only 
son crucified and the sorrow they must both have felt. 
 
Positive Playgrounds 
Over the last few months it has been very pleasing to see so many of our children being far more 
positive and encouraging of each other in the playground.  Again most of our students have earned a 
Rewards Afternoon (Friday 3 rd August) .  On this afternoon, the children are allowed to bring their 
favourite game to play with at school.  Should a child choose to bring one of their most pr ecious 
games to play and share with their friends, they mu st accept responsibility to care for it 
responsibly . 
 
School Uniform  
It is pleasing to see almost all students wearing the correct school uniform.  I thank you, as parents 
for encouraging this, as I believe our children always look smartly dressed.   
 
I particularly ask you to remind your children to wear their black school shoes or black boots to and 
from school, to wear headbands and hair ties that are school colours and not to wear jewellery to 
school.  Please ensure that their hair colour and hairstyles are acceptable to the standards of this 
school.  Children who are not wearing correct school uniform must bring a note from you, signed by 
you, or they will receive a detention. 
 
Assemblies 
It is always great to see many parents attending our Thursday afternoon assemblies.  We are always 
happy to see different grades organising and presenting their talents at assemblies.  This is an 
excellent opportunity for the children to further develop their leadership and public speaking skills.  
We trust that you too are very proud of their efforts.  Remember, you are most welcome at these 
assemblies each Thursday afternoon in the hall from 2.30pm to 3pm. 
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Active After School Program 
The program will commence at St. Mary’s this Monday 6th August, for those who have enrolled.  The 
program will operate on Monday and Wednesday afternoons.  Parents must collect the children 
from the courtyard area at 4.30pm on the Monday and  Wednesday afternoons.  
 
Father’s Day Breakfast 
Our inaugural Father’s Day Breakfast will be held on Friday 31st August.  We look forward to 
welcoming all Dads as our way of wishing them a Happy Father’s Day plus serving them with the 
best breakfast in town.  Invitations will be sent out next week. 
 
Footy News 
They came to play, the Pies were pathetic, they would not have beaten Goorambat last Saturday 
night!   
 
Can any parents or children tell me which league, in Victoria, Goorambat play in?  This is my quiz 
question for the week.  I will tell you more about the “Bats” in the next newsletter. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Michael O’Riley, 
Principal.   

 
 
St. Mary’s Parish Bairnsdale invites Catholic families who have children ready to prepare for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation to contact St. Mary’s Parish Centre on 5152 2942 by Friday 17th August.  
The first workshop for parents and children will be held on Thursday 4th September at 5.30pm and / 
or 7.30pm. 
                           Fr. Denis O’Bryan P.P. 

 
If you have any old pantyhose or tights (of any colour) that you could donate to the Library, they 
would be greatly appreciated.  We are making octopuses! 
 
In the Library we are encouraging the children to take a book home to share with you.  The library 
bag is protection for the book and a supermarket bag is fine …….. ENJOY A BOOK!! 
 
Thank you to the mum who sent in flour for our Library activity.  Thank you to those mums who help 
with the re-shelving of books and also, a big thanks to Andrew Buurman for his help in moving 
shelves and vacuuming. 
 
Book Week is 18th – 23rd August and Grades 4, 5 and 6 are preparing a talk on ‘their favourite book’. 
               Kerrie Welsh,  Librarian. 
 

  PHELAN’S TOWN BUS SERVICE 
Term 3, 2007 bus fees are now OVERDUE.  Please ensure these fees are paid imm ediately.   If 
you are having trouble paying your bus fees, please contact the school office as soon as possible.  
Please make cheques payable to St. Mary’s Primary S chool Town Bus Committee . 
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PTFA MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE:   

You are NOT required to provide morning tea for this Friday morning (Sion choir visit). 



EMA APPLICATION - 2 nd INSTALMENT 
If you were paid the Education Maintenance Allowance for the first instalment, you will not be 
required to complete a new application for the second instalment.  However, if you are no longer 
eligible please let the office know.  If you were not paid the EMA in the first instalment, but are now 
eligible, you must submit the second instalment application to the school by today.  Applications 
forms are available from the school office.  To be eligible to receive the EMA you must be either a 
parent or guardian of a student and be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink Pension Concession or 
Health Care Card or a Veterans Affairs (TPI) Pension Card as at 16th July 2007 . 
 

CALENDAR DATES 
03/08   Positive Playground Reward Afternoon  
06/08   Active After School Program commences 
09/08   Family Life Education – Grades 3 & 4 
16/08   Family Life Education – Grades 5 & 6 
18/08  -  23/08  Book Week 
22/08   Education Board Meeting – 5.30pm 
25/08   2008 Prep Enrolment Interviews 
31/08   Father’s Day Breakfast 
04/09   Confirmation Workshop – Parish Centre – 5.30pm or 7.30pm 
07/09   Footy Day 
12/09   Grade 5 Camp 
13/09   Grade 5 Camp 
14/09   Grade 5 Camp 
20/09   School Concert 
21/09   Term 3 ends 
21/10   DUCK CUP 

 
HOCKEY 7s 

Well done to everyone who showed up for hockey on Saturday and welcome to Luke, Elise and 
Stephanie, who joined St. Mary’s hockey team from Lucknow Primary School.  We played against 
Lucknow Primary School and Sam Parwata scored two brilliant goals, supported by the rest of the 
team, who all played like stars.  Our team members are Tahlia Colley, Stephanie Clemm, Sam 
Parwata, David Yue, Elise Clemm, Nadine Philip, Luke Webb and Jessica Yue.  On Saturday 4th 
August they team plays Eagle Point Primary School at Nagle College at 9am.  GOOD LUCK! 
               Dale Philip.    

JAPANESE HOMESTAY PROGRAM 
During the past number of years our school has been involved in a Japanese Homestay Program 
with Salesio Primary School, Shizuoka (Japan).  Once again this will be happening from Saturday 
27th October until Thursday 1st November.  This year there will be over 70 Grade 6 children coming to 
take part.  As the numbers are high we will need many families to offer their homes for the five days.  
Included in the group are 3 groups of 3 girls.  Please consider being a host family this year.  I am 
available to answer any queries; however I’m sure your children will find the experience very 
worthwhile.  Salesio students are billeted in pairs (except for 3 x 3 girls).  The children will spend the 
weekend with their host family and on school days will attend St. Mary’s School.  Please indicate if 
you are willing to take part by returning the reply slip below.  Feel free to ring me if you require further 
information. 
         Anne Maree Vickers, Japanese Homestay Program Co-ordinator 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

JAPANESE HOMESTAY PROGRAM REPLY SLIP 
 

Family name ______________________________________________ 
 
We will / will not be participating in the Salesio Homestay Program this year.  We would prefer girls /  
       (please circle) 
 

boys.  Please return to school by Monday 6th August. 
 

                                              ___________________________________       ___________________ 
                  (parent  signature)                                                                                     (date) 

�  
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