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Dear Parents, 
 
Our end of Term 2 was certainly very eventful for us all. I hope that those who were severely affected 
by the floodwaters have been able to get their lives back on track. Our final newsletter for last term 
has been placed on the school’s Web Page, if you’d like to read it. 
 
We welcome this term, Mrs. Kerry Welsh, who will be taking Library whilst Mrs Hindle is on Long 
Service leave. 
 
Welcome  
On Monday we welcomed the following new families into our school community and do hope they 
enjoy being part of St. Mary’s. 
 Jenny Hurley & Clifford Paul with Jeremy in 3D 
 Felicity & Greg Foster with Sarah in 5H 
 Wendy Dorron and Peter Reed with Kirsten in 5V 
 Anita and Gary Trewin with Sophie in 6K 
 Amanda Rigoni and Paul Start with Harrison in 2R. 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
Due to the large number of parents who were unable to attend their interviews at the end of last term, 
we have now rescheduled these to take place on Wednesday 25th July and Thursday 26th July from 
3:20pm onwards on both afternoons / evenings.  Parent time preference slips must be returned by 
this Friday please and a confirmed time will be sent home to you on Monday the 23rd July. 
 
Achievement Improvement Monitor (AIM) 2007 
In the coming weeks (dates below) students in Grades 3 and 5 will undertake the AIM tasks.  Sent 
home today to parents and students in these grades is an information brochure on the AIM tasks.  
Please discuss any queries you may have with the respective class teacher or Mrs. Dwyer.   
  Wednesday 18th – Friday 27th July  Teacher Assessment Tasks 
  Tuesday 31st July    Mathematics AIM Tests 
  Wednesday 1st August   English AIM Tests 
Working Bee 
 Due to the pressure that many parents have been under as a result of the floods, our next Working 
Bee will now be held on Saturday 27th October.  We look forward to your continued support with the 
maintenance of our school and grounds. 
 
Father’s Day Breakfast 
Our first Father’s Day Breakfast will be held this year on Friday 31st August.  I ask all Dads or 
perhaps Mums to write this date on your fridge calendar. 
 
Annual Report to the School Community 
From 2007, schools are required by law to comply with an Australian Government requirement to 
report on School Performance Information to all parents.  The Australian Government requires all 
Primary Schools to report to their communities, via at least two means, on several items of school 
performance.  This Annual Report for 2006 will be posted on our web page next week and if any 
parent would like a hard copy of this report, please call into the office to pick one up.  Please come 
and see me if you have any queries regarding this report. 
 
School Concert 
One event that will take place this term is our School Concert on Thursday 20th September. 
Please make a note of this date and keep it free as all children will be involved.  Class teachers will 
send home further information about this evening as  the term progresses.  
 
School Closure Day 
Our staff Professional Development Day for this term will be held on Monday 30th July.  Please note: 
NO SCHOOL FOR THE CHILDREN ON THIS DAY . 
 



School Assemblies – Thursdays 2.30pm  
The timetable for Term 3 is listed below.  We welcome parents to our school assemblies. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Footy News 
It has been an indifferent couple of weeks for Collingwood.  We are playing well with an 
“undermanned team”.  A narrow loss to the Hawks and I lost my “hard earned” to Carole Pruscino, a 
gutsy win against the Saints and a loss to the premiership favourites, the Cats.  Now for the Bombers 
this week and the money is on with Mikayla Colley, an avid Essendon supporter. 
 
My thanks this week to Michael and Dennis Crane, who came during the holidays to repair “pot 
holes” out the front of the school.  Also thanks to Andrew Buurman for his help around the school this 
week. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Michael O’Riley, 
Principal. 

FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION 
The Family Life Education Program conducted by the Catholic Education Office every two years will 
once again be happening at St Mary’s School.  All year levels apart from Prep will have the 
opportunity to attend sessions.  A letter from the Catholic Education Office is included with this 
newsletter and a detailed brochure will be sent home next week.  The session dates are as follows: 

Grades 1 & 2: Thursday 2nd August 
Grades 3 & 4: Thursday 9th August 
Grades 5 & 6: Thursday 16th August 

*The starting time for these evening sessions is yet to be confirmed 
                             Liz Dwyer, Deputy Principal 
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WORLD YOUTH DAY 2008 
For twenty three years the Catholic Church has been gathering young people from around the world 
to build bridges of friendship and hope between continents, peoples and cultures. In 2005 in Cologne, 
Pope Benedict XVI announced that World Youth Day will be held in Sydney from 15th-20th July 
2008.  The World Youth Day Cross & Icon arrived in Australia on July 1st. By 2008 it will have made 
its way through Africa, Asia and Oceania and Australia. It will travel through Bairnsdale during the 
week of 17th-25th April. An Indigenous Message Stick will accompany the Cross and Icon in 
Australia. The Message Stick is an invitation to the indigenous youth of Australia to come to World 
Youth Day in July 2008.  We look forward to the time when many of our youth will make the 
pilgrimage to Sydney to join with other young people from all over the world to give witness to their 
faith. 
 

Term 3 Roster for Class Mass and Reconciliation 
 

Week  Date   Mass            Reconciliation  
2  26/07/07    PE    - 
3  02/08/07    PD    - 
4  09/08/07    1P    - 
5  16/08/07    1S    - 
6  23/08/07    2R    5H 
7  30/08/07    2C    4C 
8  06/09/07    5V    - 
9  13/09/07    4N    2C 
10  20/09/07    5H    1P 

                Ros Joyner, RE Co-ordinator 
 

THE HOMEWORK GRID 
There is no doubt that children need to practice concepts learnt at school but we need to broaden the 
definition of homework to home work.  Any work that children do at home needs to be counted and 
parents and teachers should work together to ensure that children do some work at home, but not a 
lot of sedentary work.  The Homework Grid is a solution to this old question of getting kids to do 
something at home and not to opt out of family life.  It will enable parents to get children to do their 
share of work in the home including housework, shopping, physical activity such as sport training and 
family outings such as walking, fishing and exploring their world – activities which enhance family life.  
It also covers areas such as reading, being read to, playing a game with parents, research on the 
computer, music practice and many others.   
 
Our school has decided to implement a hew homework policy from Grades 3 to 6.  Each fortnight the 
year levels will receive a homework grid.  For example Grades 3H and 3D will get the same grid, 
Years 4N and 4C will receive the same grid.  The same will apply for Grades 5 and 6.  The first grid 
will be sent home in Week 3 and more information will be sent with this grid.  Throughout each 
fortnight teachers will be asking the children in their classes what they have done the night before.  
Any suggestions that could be used as part of the grid would be greatly appreciated.  Please send 
these to your class teacher. 
              Les Norman, Middle / Senior School Co-ordinator 
 

ACTIVE AFTER SCHOOLS PROGRAM  
Any outstanding Active After Schools Program permission forms need to be returned to school 
immediately.  The program commences in Week 4 on Monday 6th August. 
 

PIANO LESSONS WITH SHELLY DENT 
Thursday piano students Term 3 lessons will recommence on Thursday 26th June. 
                                                 Shelly Dent, Piano Teacher 
 

BPAY CODES 
Your new Bpay numbers should now be working.  If you are still having a problem please phone 
Anne Smith in the office. 
            Anne Smith, Admin 



TERM 3 THURSDAY SWIMMING PROGRAM 
The following grades commenced swimming today, Thursday 19th July – 1P, 4C, 1S and 5H.   
                   Les Norman, Sports Co-ordinator 

 
EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE CHEQUES NEED SIGNIN G NOW!!!!! 

In order for us to apply this instalment as a credi t to your fees account you must come to the 
school to sign for the payment.  Failure to do so w ill mean the payment must be returned to 
the Government. 
 

CALENDAR DATES 
25/07/07 Parent / Teacher Interviews 
26/07/07 Parent / Teacher Interviews 
27/07/07 Tree Planting Day 
27/07/07 District Winter Sports  
30/07/07 Staff Professional Development Day – NO SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN 
02/08/07 Family Life Education – Grades 1 & 2 
03/08/07 Positive Playground Reward Afternoon  
06/08/07 Active After School Program commences 
09/08/07 Family Life Education – Grades 3 & 4 
16/08/07 Family Life Education – Grades 5 & 6 
22/08/07 Education Board Meeting – 5.30pm 
25/08/07 2008 Prep Enrolment Interviews 
31/08/07 Father’s Day Breakfast 
07/09/07 Footy Day 
12/09/07 Grade 5 Camp 
13/09/07 Grade 5 Camp 
14/09/07 Grade 5 Camp 
20/09/07 School Concert 
21/09/07 Term 3 ends 

 
JAPANESE HOMESTAY PROGRAM 

During the past number of years our school has been involved in a Japanese Homestay Program 
with Salesio Primary School, Shizuoka (Japan).  Once again this will be happening from Saturday 
27th October until Thursday 1st November.  This year there will be over 70 Grade 6 children coming to 
take part.  As the numbers are high we will need many families to offer their homes for the five days.  
Included in the group are 3 groups of 3 girls.  Please consider being a host family this year.  I am 
available to answer any queries; however I’m sure your children will find the experience very 
worthwhile.  Salesio students are billeted in pairs (except for 3 x 3 girls).  The children will spend the 
weekend with their host family and on school days will attend St. Mary’s School.  Please indicate if 
you are willing to take part by returning the reply slip below.  Feel free to ring me if you require further 
information. 
         Anne Maree Vickers, Japanese Homestay Program Co-ordinator 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

JAPANESE HOMESTAY PROGRAM REPLY SLIP 
 

Family name ______________________________________________ 
 
We will / will not be participating in the Salesio Homestay Program this year.  We would prefer girls /  
       (please circle) 
 

boys.  Please return to school by Friday 3rd August. 
 
                                              ___________________________________       ___________________ 
                  (parent  signature)                                                                                     (date) 

�  



  

 

  

 

EMA APPLICATIONS – 2 nd INSTALMENT 
If you were paid the Education Maintenance Allowance for the first instalment, you will not be 
required to complete a new application for the second instalment.  However, if you are no longer 
eligible please let the office know.  If you were not paid the EMA in the first instalment, but are now 
eligible, you must submit the second instalment application to the school by Thursday  2nd August .  
Applications forms are available from the school office.  To be eligible to receive the EMA you must 
be either a parent or guardian of a student and be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink Pension 
Concession or Health Care Card or a Veterans Affairs (TPI) Pension Card as at 16th July 2007 . 

PHELAN’S TOWN BUS SERVICE  
Term 3, 2007 bus fees are due for payment by Friday 28th July 2007.  These fees MUST be paid by 
this date or the school and Dan Phelan will have to review as to whether it is financially viable to keep 
this bus service running.  If you are having trouble paying your bus fees please contact the school 
office as soon as possible.  Please make cheques payable to St. Mary’s Primary School Town Bus 
Committee.  The fees can be handed to the school office, marked “Town Bus Fees”.  As a reminder 
the fee schedule is as follows:- 

Full timer users 
1 child $75 per term. 2 children $95 per term  3 or more children $115 per term 

 
Part time users 

(up to 5 trips one way per week) 
1 child $56.25 per term 2 children $71.25 per term 3 or more children $86.25 per term 

Casual users 
  $10 per child per term  (entitled to 1 one way trip per week) 
 

Bus pass 
$1 each way (occasional user) 

 
To receive a bus pass from the office the child must bring a note from their parents, as well as 

the $1 or $2. 
All enquiries about this service should be directed to Jane Natty at the school office. 

 
HOCKEY 7’s 2007 

Reminder, Reminder, Reminder 
Registration:   Saturday 21 st July at 9am 

Venue:   Nagle College Hockey Fields 
Cost:   $10 per player 

Players are to supply own mouth guards, hockey stic ks and shin pads –  
if there is a problem with equipment give me a call . 

If you are interested in playing come along and register and any help from interested parents would 
be most appreciated.  Contact Dale Philip – 51523654 (ah) or 0427701112. 

 
KILMANY UNITING CARE 

Family Day Care Carer available for after school care. 
Telephone Kilmany Family Care – 5152 9600 
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WY YUNG UNDER 12s FOOTBALL TRAINING 
will be on FRIDAY at 4.30pm at the  

WEST BAIRNSDALE OVAL. 
 

 WY YUNG AUSKICK RELOCATION DUE TO FLOODS 
Wy Yung Auskick recommences this Sunday at 9.15am at the Secondary College Junior Campus 

Oval  (corner McKeon and Wallace Streets). 
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Linen Roster  
(for the remainder of the year) 

 

Term Three : 
July 20th:   Tommy Rowe   3H 
July 27th:   Melissa Anderson  4N 
Aug 3rd:    Isabella Preston   2C 
Aug 10th:   Tom McCullagh   3H 
Aug 17th:   Meg McCallum   5H 
Aug 24th:   Phoebe McGrath  Prep D 
Aug 31st:   Taylah Jager   3H 
Sept 7th:   Mitchell Young   6K 
Sept 14th:   Fraser Gibson   5H 

 
 

Term Four : 
Oct 12th:   Jhas Singh    Prep D 
Oct 19th:   Marc Desio    1P 
Oct 26th:   Chloe Wood   3H 
Nov 2nd:   Maddie Abraham  4N 
Nov 9th:    Zac Stevens   Prep D 
Nov 16th:   Paige Strickland-Fenn Prep E 
Nov 23rd:   Madeline Steer   Prep D 
Nov 30th:   Campbell Walker  4N 
Dec 7th:    Emily Saxton   4C 
Dec 14th:   Roy Coleman   5V 
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COLLINS BOOKSELLERS BAIRNSDALE 
are hosting the launch of the book 

“����������	��
���
����	������������� ” 
on Saturday 21st July starting at 8am  
(the book will be launched at 9.01am) 

at the Rotunda, Main Street, Bairnsdale. 
Cooked breakfast available. 

Enquires call Collins Booksellers on 51525181. 


